
 

JENNIFER PACKER 
Born 1984, Philadelphia, PA 

EDUCATION 

2012  MFA, Painting and Printmaking, Yale University, New Haven CT, 
2007  BFA, Painting and Drawing, Tyler School of Art, Temple University, Elkins Park, PA 
2005  Temple University, Rome, Italy 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

2023 Jennifer Packer, Corvi Mora, London, November 16 — December 22, 2023 

2021 Jennifer Packer: Every Shut Eye Ain’t Sleep, Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), Los 
Angeles, CA, July 1, 2021 – February 22, 2022, organized by Bennett Simpson, Senior 
Curator, and Anastasia Kahn, Curatorial Assistant 

2020 Jennifer Packer: The Eye Is Not Satisfied With Seeing, Serpentine Galleries, London, UK, 
May 19 – August 22, 2021, curated by Melissa Blanchflower and Natalia Grabowska; 
traveled to Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY, October 30, 2021 – April 17, 
2022 

2018 Quality of Life, Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York, NY, November 29, 2018 – January 19, 
2019 

2017 Tenderheaded, The Renaissance Society, Chicago, IL, September 9 – November 2, 2017, 
curated by Solveig Øvstebø; Rose Art Museum at Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, March 
2 – July 8, 2018 

2015 Breathing Room, Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York, NY, December 10, 2015 –January 23, 
2016 

Treading Water, Corvi-Mora, London, UK, April 9 – October 24, 2015 

GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

2024  The Time Is Always Now: Artists Reframe the Black Figure, National Portrait Gallery, 
London, UK, February 22 – May 19, 2024 

  A Superlative Palette: Contemporary Black Women Artists, Harvey B. Gantt Center for 
African-American Arts + Culture, Charlotte, NC, January 26 - July 28, 2024 

2023  Friends & Lovers, The FLAG Art Foundation, New York, NY, October 6, 2023 – January 20, 
2024 

  Thin Skin, Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne, Australia, July 20 – September 23, 
2023 

  La Vie en Rose. Brueghel, Monet, Twombly, Museum Brandhorst, Munich, Germany, May 5 
– October 22, 2023 



 

  Armina Howada Mussa, Toyin Ojih Odutola, Jennifer Packer, Jem Perucchini, Anika Roach, 
Lynette Yiadom-Boakye, Corvi-Mora, London, UK, January 19 – February 25, 2023 

2021  Yesterday we said tomorrow, P.5 - Prospect New Orleans, Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 
New Orleans, LA, October 23, 2021 – January 23, 2022 

2020  Defying the Shadow, RISD Museum, Providence, RI, December 1, 2020 – December 18, 
2021, curated by Anita N. Bateman 

  100 Drawings from Now, The Drawing Center, New York, NY, October 7, 2020 – January 
17, 2021 

  (Nothing But) Flowers, Karma Gallery, New York, NY, July 30 – September 13, 2020 

  Fine Art Work Center: The New Provincetown Print Project, GAA Gallery, Provincetown, MA, 
July 3 – August 11, 2020  

2019  Whitney Biennial 2019, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY, May 17 – 
September 22, 2019 

She Persists, A Century of Women Artists in New York, Grace Mansion, New York, January 
17, 2017 – January 31, 2020 

  Black Refractions: Selections from The Studio Museum in Harlem, Museum of the African 
Diaspora, San Francisco, CA, January 15 – April 14, 2019; travels to: Gibbes Museum of 
Art, Charleston, SC, May 24 – August 18, 2019; Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, Kalamazoo, 
MI, September 13 – December 8, 2019; Smith College Museum of Art, Northampton, MA, 
January 17 – April 12, 2020; Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Salt Lake City, UT, January 15 – 
April 11, 2021; Frye Art Museum, Seattle, WA, May 22 – August 15, 2021 

Young, Gifted, and Black: The Lumpkin-Boccuzzi Family Collection of Contemporary Art, 
Osilas Gallery at Concordia College New York, Bronxville, NY, September 24 – December 7, 
2019; traveled to: Lehman College Art Gallery at Lehman College City University of New 
York, The Bronx, NY, February 8 – May 2, 2020; Gallery 200 at the University of Illinois, 
Chicago, IL, September 2 – December 11, 2021; Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 
February 1 – May 27, 2022; The Manetti Shrem Museum of Art at University of California, 
Davis, Davis, TX, July 28 – December 19, 2022, Victoria H. Myhren Gallery at the University 
of Denver, Denver, CO, January 19 – April 30, 2023; Clough-Hanson Gallery at Rhodes 
College, Memphis, TN, September 8 – December 9, 2023, curated by Antwaun Sargent 
and Matt Wycoff 

2018  afinidades afetivas [affective affinities], 33a Bienal de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil, 
September 7 – December 9, 2018 

  The Beyond: Georgia O’Keeffe and Contemporary Art, Crystal Bridges Museum of American 
Art, Bentonville, AR, May 26 – September 3, 2018; traveled to: North Carolina Museum of 
Art, Raleigh, NC, October 13, 2018 – January 20, 2019; New Britain Museum of American 
Art, New Britain, CT, February 22 – June 2, 2019 

2017 Regarding the Figure, Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, April 20 – August 6, 2017 

We The Watchers Are Also Bodies, Hercules Art Studio Program, New York, NY, April 12 – 
May 11, 2017 

2016  Intimisms, James Cohan, New York, NY, June 23 – July 29, 2017 

2015   8 Painters, Danese/Corey, New York, NY, February 13 – March 14, 2015 



 

You Don’t Bring Me Flowers, 68 Projects: Galerie Kornfeld, Berlin, Germany, January 24 – 
April 11, 2015 

2014  In Between Days, Driscoll Babcock, New York, NY, June 19 – August 8, 2014 

Sensitive Instruments, Corbett vs. Dempsey, Chicago, IL, February 7 – March 15, 2014 

Rites of Spring, Contemporary Art Museum, Houston, TX, January 11 – March 9, 2014 

Home, Morris-Jumel Mansion, New York, NY, 2014 

RosterCrow, 68 Projects: Galerie Kornfeld, Berlin, Germany 

2013 Corpus Americus, Driscoll Babcock, New York, NY, December 3, 2013 – January 18, 2014 

This Is The Prism The Spider Dreams Of As It Weaves Its Web, Signal Gallery, Brooklyn, NY, 
November 15 – December 15, 2013 

Things In Themselves, The Studio Museum In Harlem, New York, NY, July 18 – October 26, 
2013 

In Front Of Strangers, I Sing, Woodmere Art Museum, Philadelphia, PA, May 25 – 
 September 1, 2013 

Paint As Figure, Thomas Erben Gallery, New York, NY, February 28 – April 6, 2013 

2012 FORE, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, November 11, 2012 – March 10, 
2013 

The Bearden Project, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, August 16 –October 
21, 2012 

Retrospective of S, Fredericks and Freiser, New York, NY, June 21 – July 27, 2012 

MFA Thesis Exhibition, Green Gallery, New Haven, CT, 2012 

The Study, New Haven, CT, 2012 

2009 The Philadelphia Story, Raritan Valley Community College, Branchburg, NJ, September 8 
– October 1, 2009 

The Philadelphia Story, Woodmere Art Museum, Philadelphia, PA 

2007  April 27, Art Making Machine Studios, Philadelphia, PA 

2006  Will You Please Stop Talking, Please, Elkins Park, PA 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

2023 Corvi-Mora, Tommaso, editor. Armina Howada Mussa, Toyin Ojih Odutola, Jennifer Packer, 
Jem Perucchini, Anika Roach, Lynette Yiadom-Boakye. Corvi-Mora, 2023. Print. 

 Gilman, Claire, and Roger Malbert. Drawing in the Present Tense. Thames & Hudson, 2023. 
Print. 

2022 Alexander, Elizabeth. The Trayvon Generation. Grand Central Publishing, 2022. Print. 

 Bonhomme, Edna. “Revisiting Elizabeth Alexander’s Grief Memoir.” Trauern - Mourning, 
edited by Isabelle Graw, Texte Zur Kunst, Berlin, Germany, 2022, pp. 100–113. 
Print. 



 

 Brock, Kate. “Transparency, opacity and the limits of human understanding in Jennifer 
Packer’s ‘The Eye is Not Satisfied With Seeing,’ at the Whitney Museum.” Artblog, 
11 Jan. 2022, theartblog.org/2022/01/transparency-opacity-and-the-limits-of-
human-understanding-in-jennifer-packers-the-eye-is-not-satisfied-with-seeing-at-
the-whitney-museum/. 

 Budick, Ariella. “Jennifer Packer at the Whitney in New York—paintings both decorative and 
deep.” Financial Times, 26 Jan. 2022.  

 Morrill, Rebecca, editor. Great Women Painters. Phaidon Press, 2022, p. 229. Print. 

 Rodney, Seph. “Jennifer Packer Shows Us the Responsibility of Seeing.” Hyperallergic, 8 
Feb. 2022, hyperallergic.com/708648/jennifer-packer-shows-us-the-responsibility-
of-seeing/. 

2021 Als, Hilton, et al. (Nothing but) Flowers. Karma Books, 2021, p. 297-9. Print. 

 Blanchflower, Melissa, and Natalia Grabowska, eds. Jennifer Packer: The Eye Is Not 
Satisfied With Seeing. London, Serpentine, 2021. Print. 

 Cumming, Laura. “Jennifer Packer review: a painter of abundant gifts.” The Guardian, 3 Jan. 
2021, theguardian.com/artanddesign/2021/jan/03/jennifer-packer-review-
serpentine-gallery-london-painter-of-abundant-gifts.  

 Das, Jareh. “Jennifer Packer: Seeing in Real Time.” Ocula, 12 May 2021, 
ocula.com/magazine/features/jennifer-packer-serpentine-london/.  

 Davis-Marks, Isis. “At the Whitney, Jennifer Packer’s Portraits Capture the Messiness of 
Memory and Trauma.” Artsy, 4 Nov. 2021, artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-whitney-
jennifer-packers-portraits-capture-messiness-memory-trauma.  

 D’Souza, Aruna. “Jennifer Packer: Painting as an Exercise in Tenderness.” The New York 
Times, 18 Nov. 2021, nytimes.com/2021/11/18/arts/design/jennifer-packer-
whitney.html. 

 Glasper, Janyce Denise. “Quiet, beautiful and atmospheric, Jennifer Packer’s people and 
funerary bouquets at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles.” The Artblog, 
13 Dec. 2021, theartblog.org/2021/12/quiet-beautiful-and-atmospheric-jennifer-
packers-people-and-funerary-bouquets-at-the-museum-of-contemporary-art-los-
angeles/. 

 Holman, Matthew. “Jennifer Packer’s paintings pack a punch at the Serpentine.” Apollo 
Magazine, 11 Jan. 2021, apollo-magazine.com/jennifer-packer-serpentine-galleries-
review/. 

 “Jennifer Packer with Amber Jamilla Musser.” Interview. The Brooklyn Rail, Dec. 2021, p. 
24-29. Print.  

 Obrist, Hans Ulrich. “Jennifer Packer and Hans Ulrich Obrist Discuss the Meaning and 
Method of Painting Today.” Cultured Magazine, 14 Jun. 2021, 
culturedmag.com/jennifer-packer-and-hans-ulrich-obrist-discuss-the-meaning-and-
method-of-painting-today/.  

Phillips, Claire. “Jennifer Packer: The Eye is Not Satisfied With Seeing.” The Brooklyn Rail, 
Feb. 2021, brooklynrail.org/2021/02/artseen/Jennifer-Packer-The-Eye-Is-Not-
Satisfied-With-Seeing.  



 

Polonsky, Naomi. “Jennifer Packer’s Lucid Tributes to Black Life.” Hyperallergic, 19 May 
2021, hyperallergic.com/629321/jennifer-packer-eye-not-satisfied-serpentine-
galleries. 

Rouse, Sara. “’Every Shut Eye Ain’t Sleep’: Jennifer Packer at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Los Angeles.” New Art Examiner, Summer 2021, 
newartexaminer.org/jennifer-packer.html.  

Salam, Maya. “The Breakout Stars of 2021.” The New York Times, 16 Dec. 2021, 
nytimes.com/2021/12/16/arts/breakout-stars-2021.html.  

Saltz, Jerry. “Best New York Art Shows 2021: Jennifer Packer, ‘The Eye is Not Satisfied 
With Seeing,’ Whitney Museum.” Vulture, 17 Dec. 2021, vulture.com/article/best-
new-york-art-shows-2021.html. 

Scott, Andrea K. “Goings on About Town: Jennifer Packer: The Eye is Not Satisfied With 
Seeing.” The New Yorker, 12 Dec. 2021, p. 5.  

2020 Carrigan, Margaret. “'I’m excited to know that what I’ve made has physically never been 
made before': Jennifer Packer's extrasensory paintings come to London.” The Art 
Newspaper, 4 Dec. 2020, theartnewspaper.com/interview/jennifer-packer-i-m-
excited-to-know-that-what-i-ve-made-has-physically-never-been-made-before.  

 Gilman, Claire, et al. 100 Drawings from Now. The Drawing Center, 2020. Print. 

 “Jennifer Packer on her changing approaches to painting.” Interview with Juliana Halpert. 
Artforum, 8 Dec. 2020, artforum.com/interviews/jennifer-packer-on-her-changing-
approaches-to-painting-84607.  

 Sargent, Antwaun, and Kevin Beasley. Young, Gifted and Black: A New Generation of 
Artists - The Lumpkin-Boccuzzi Family Collection of Contemporary Art. Distributed 
Art Publishers, 2020, p. 157-60.  

 Westall, Mark. “New York-based painter Jennifer Packer recalibrates art historical 
approaches to portraiture and still life." FAD Magazine, 26 Oct. 2020, 
fadmagazine.com/2020/10/26/new-york-based-painter-jennifer-packer-
recalibrates-art-historical-approaches-to-portraiture-and-still-life/.  

2019 Choi, Connie H., et al. Black Refractions: Highlights from The Studio Museum in Harlem. 
Rizzoli Electa, 2019, p. 161.  

 Deitch, Jeffrey, et al. Unrealism: New Figurative Painting. Rizzoli Electa, 2019. Print. 

 Hockley, Rujeko, and Jane Panetta. Whitney Biennial 2019. Yale University Press | Whitney 
Museum of American Art, 2019, p. 63. Print. 

 Musser, Amber Jamilla. “Jennifer Packer: M. Heller.” The Brooklyn Rail, Apr. 2019, 
brooklynrail.org/2019/04/1by1/Jennifer-Packer-M-Heller.  

 Schwabsky, Barry. “Jennifer Packer.” Artforum, Mar. 2019, p. 220.  

2018 Cooper Cafritz, Peggy. Fired Up! Ready to Go! Finding Beauty, Demanding Equity: An 
African American Life in Art. Edited by Njideka Akunyili Crosby, Rizzoli Electa, 2018, 
p. 268. 

 Fateman, Johanna. “Goings on About Town: Jennifer Packer.” The New Yorker, 9-15 Jan. 
2019, p. 6. 



 

 Jakubowski, Dan. “Critics’ Pick: Jennifer Packer, The Renaissance Society.” Artforum, Sept. 
2017, artforum.com/picks/jennifer-packer-71208.  

 McQuaid, Cate. “At the Rose, taking tenderness to unexpected places.” The Boston Globe, 
25 Apr. 2018, bostonglobe.com/arts/2018/04/25/rose-taking-tenderness-
unexpected-places/n0i2hKXqUcjsRqL9hyDphK/story.html. 

Orlov, Piotr. “Visual Artist Jennifer Packer's Love of Black Bodies.” AFROPUNK, 10 Dec. 
2018, afropunk.com/2018/12/jennifer-packer-painter-black-bodies-sikkema-
jenkins/. 

Øvstebø, Solveig. Jennifer Packer: Tenderheaded. Renaissance Society at the U of 
Chicago, 2018. Print. 

Rutland, Beau. “Jennifer Packer.” Artforum, May 2018, p. 216-219. 

2017 Carrigan, Margaret. “Jennifer Packer on Painting the Vulnerability of the Black Female  
  Body.” Observer, 14 Sept. 2017, observer.com/2017/09/interview-with-artist-

jennifer-packer-on-black-female-subjectivity/. 

 DeLand, Lauren. “Jennifer Packer, Renaissance Society.” Art in America, Nov. 2017, p. 
112-113.  

 Huang, Cynthia. “Jennifer Packer Exhibits Body of Work at Renaissance Society.” The 
Chicago Maroon, 19 Oct. 2017, chicagomaroon.com/article/2017/10/20/jennifer-
packer-exhibits-body-work-renaissance-soc/.  

 Jakubowski, Dan. “Critics’ Pick: Jennifer Packer.” Artforum, Sept. 2017, 
artforum.com/picks/jennifer-packer-71208.  

 Norman, Lee Ann. “’Not Figures, Not Bodies, But Humans’: Jennifer Packer in Conversation 
with Lee Ann Norman.” Artcritical, 20 Sept. 2017, artcritical.com/2017/09/20/lee-
ann-norman-with-jennifer-packer/. 

 Piejko, Jennifer. “Jennifer Packer: The Renaissance Society, Chicago, USA.” Frieze, 
Nov./Dec. 2017, p. 164-165. 

2016    Embuscado, Rain. "10 Black Artists to Watch in 2016." Artnet News, 13 Feb. 2016, 
news.artnet.com/market/black-artists-to-watch-2016-420296.  

 Rowell, Charles Henry. "With Shameless Generosity: An Interview with Jennifer 
Packer." Callaloo, vol. 39, no. 3, 2016, p. 538-50. 

             Sargent, Antwaun. "A Painter Challenges the Traditional Privilege of the White Male 
Gaze." The Creators Project [Vice], 11 Jan. 2016, 
creators.vice.com/en_us/article/9anmb7/the-painter-challenges-traditional-
privilege-white-male-gaze. 

2015     “30 Artists to Watch at Frieze London.” Artsy, 8 Oct. 2015, artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-
30-artists-to-watch-at-frieze-london. 

 Neal, Patrick. “8 Figurative Painters in an Atemporal World.” Hyperallergic, 4 Mar. 2015, 
hyperallergic.com/185921/8-figurative-painters-in-an-atemporal-world/.  

 Schriber, Abbe. "Critics’ Pick: Jennifer Packer at Sikkema Jenkins & Co." Artforum, 18 Dec. 
2015, artforum.com/events/jennifer-packer-215537/.  

2014     Perrée, Rob. "Jennifer Packer." AFRICANAH.ORG, 5 Aug. 2014, africanah.org/jennifer-
packer/. 



 

 Wong, Ryan. “Younger Americans at Driscoll Babcock.” Artslant, 10 Dec. 2015. Web.  

2013     James, Jamillah. “Catching Up with the Artists in Residence.” The Studio Museum in Harlem 
Magazine, Summer/Fall 2013, p. 12-19. 

 The Studio Museum in Harlem. Things in Themselves. New York, Cosmos Communications, 
2013. Print. 

AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS/RESIDENCIES 

2021  John Kock Award in Art, American Academy of Arts and Letters 
2014  Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown 
2013  Rema Hort Mann Foundation Grant 
2012  Artist-In-Residence, The Studio Museum in Harlem   
2011  Robert Schoelkopf Memorial Traveling Fellowships, Yale University 
2011  Gamblin Paint Prize, Yale University 
2007  Senior Painting Prize, Tyler School of Art  
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